
AP U.S. History, 8th Edition 
 

 This is REA’s top seller. It is the book, said one of the senior editors, that was 
keeping us all employed. It was the first book to benefit from the AP facelift project at 
REA. The tacky yet distinguishable school-bus-yellow covers were being ripped off and 
replaced with earth-tone covers featuring striking photographs of attractive young 
students. 
 The AP U.S. was coming up for reprint in the summer of ’08. I approached the 
Editorial Manager with the suggestion of expanding the African Americans in Politics 
sidebar with a summary of Barack Obama’s campaign success. Although the AP test, 
itself, does not cover history that has been made in the last 7 years or so, the test does 
feature “free response” questions in which examinees can address broad issues, such as 
racial diversity in government representatives. 
 I contacted the author, Greg Feldmeth, and asked if he would be willing to write 
some filler material about Barack Obama. We decided it was worth the risk of running 
dangerously low on stock in order to wait for the election results. A week after Obama’s 
victory, Greg sent me the following passage, which moved me almost to tears. The text 
took up an entire page, but I was able to shift things around within the chapter and make 
it fit. The passage was so beautiful, it would be a shame to cut one word. Here is the 
Obama page. Enjoy! 
 

 



 


